Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific Northwest

Below are written descriptions and images of fruiting bodies, mushrooms, of the fungal species in this
ectomycorrhizal association. The information is from the web version of the Matchmaker: Mushrooms of the Pacific
Northwest (MMPNW) created by the Canadian Forest Service and based on the Windows MMPNW version 1.3 by

lan and Eli Gibson.

Click for further information about MMPNW

Many illustrations need confirmation. Do not use this information to determine edibility.

| have read and agreed to the disclaimer and copyright information.

LATIN NAME(S) Russula brevipes Peck N.Y. St. Mus. Rpt. 43: 20.
1890

ENGLISH NAME(S) short-stemmed Russula

NOTES recognized by dull white color, centrally depressed cap with
inrolled margin when young, hard stem, and crisp flesh that does not
blacken or redden when bruised, (Arora); often parasitized by orange
Hypomyces lactifluorum; var. acrior has a bluish

CAP 8-20cm, dimpled when young becoming broadly funnel-shaped,
margin inrolled when young; white to buffy white with yellow brown
stains; matte, even, not peeling, (PNW keys), convex, umbilicate,
becoming centrally depressed or funnel-shaped; white or w

FLESH hard, brittle; white, (PNW keys), whitish (Peck), thick, 0.7-
2.0cm in disc, hard-brittle; white, often stained with brown around
larva channels, (Shaffer), thick, crisp, brittle; white, not staining,
(Arora)

GILLS crowded, abundant subgills, narrow; white, becoming stained
yellow brown; often beaded with drops of clear liquid when fresh,
(PNW keys), adnate or decurrent, rarely slightly rounded at stem,
close, thin; white becoming tinged with pale cinnamon or ferruginous
when old or drying, (Peck), decurrent, usually close, occasionally
crowded, with abundant subgills of varying lengths, narrow, 0.3-
0.9cm broad, thin, sometimes forked near stem; nearly white when
young, becoming pale yellow, at times "pale olive-buff" when old,
becoming spotted-stained with cinnamon to clay-color, (Shaffer),
adnate to decurrent, close or crowded, thin, usually alternating long
and short; white or creamy (but tinged blue-green in var. acrior), often
brownish-stained when old, (Arora)
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STEM short, stout, white staining brown, (PNW keys), firm, solid,
bald, white, (Peck), 3-8cm x 2.5-4cm, equal or narrowing slightly at
base, straight, not flattened, solid or becoming hollowed by larvae;
white, sometimes becoming stained with brown; unpolished, wrinkled,
(Shaffer), 2-7(10)cm x 2-5cm, equal or tapering downward, hard and
rigid, often quite short and stout; dull white or brownish-stained,
sometimes with blue-green tinge at top (var. acrior); smooth, dry,
(Arora)

VEIL none
ODOR slight, sometimes faintly disagreeable, (Shaffer)

TASTE mild or slightly peppery (PNW keys), mild or slightly and
tardily peppery (Peck), mild to slightly peppery (Shaffer), mild or
slowly peppery, (Arora)

EDIBILITY yes, but insipid and granular, substantially improved
when parasitized by Hypomyces lactifluorum, (Arora), Phillips says
not edible

HABITAT woods and open places (Peck), solitary or more often
scattered or in groups or troops on ground in woods, (Arora)

SPORE DEPOSIT white to pale cream, Crawshay B, (PNW keys),
white to light cream color, lighter than Crawshay B, even when
colored, almost white in thin deposits, (Shaffer), white to pale buff
(Arora)

MICROSCOPIC spores 9-12 x 8-10 microns, ornamentation
Patterson type C-3, (PNW keys), spores round, 10-12.5 microns
broad, (Peck), spores 9-11 x 8.5-10 microns, warts 1.0-1.7 microns
high, with a continuous or broken reticulum of fine lines; pleurocysti

NAME ORIGIN means "short foot", brevis = short (Latin), pes = foot
(Latin)

SIMILAR cascadensis which is smaller and more peppery in taste
(Arora), it is both more intensely and more quickly peppery than the
type variety of brevipes: var. acrior may be intensely peppery, but has
greenish color to the gills and top of stem; like European delica Fr.,
from which Peck separated it because cap of brevipes is unpolished
and opaque, gills are close and change with age and in drying, and
taste is slightly peppery, (there is considerable confusion about what
should be referred to as delica; Shaffer in 1964 accepted delica only
in the sense of Kuehner and Romagnesi as a species with thick
distant gills lacking bluish green coloration and with spores having
obtuse warts which are lower than those of brevipes; Singer in 1947
gave brevipes Peck as a synonym of delica Fr. sensu Bresadola)

SOURCES Peck(1), Shaffer(1), Singer(3), Hesler(5), Arora*,
Phillips*, Lincoff(2)*, Ammirati*, Schalkwijk-Barendsen*, Kibby*,
Bessette(2)*, Barron*, PNW keys, Kernaghan

FAMILY Russulaceae of Order Russulales



